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Georgia State Recap
Georgia Southern football 
team defeated in-state rival 
Georgia State.
Page 9
STATESBORO EDITION
Southern goes 
to Ireland
GS is the first American 
university to open an 
outreach facility in Ireland.
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Happy
Holidays
Presentaton Outrage
Georgia Southern student gives
presentation on replacement migr
ation,
sparking outrage onlinePage 6
From the George-Anne Media Group
Ajayla Shaw wins Miss Black 
Georgia Southern University 
in her first pageant.
Page 7
Ajayla Shaw
Seniors leave the campus 
covered with trash from their 
glitter and confetti bombs.
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Confetti on Campus
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Events 
Around Campus
Want you and your pet to be featured next time? 
Post your photo on Twitter with the name of your pet and 
a little bit about you (name, year, and major). 
Make sure you include #petsboro and tag 
@GA_Visuals!
Pet Name:
Pito
Owner Name:
Kevin Garza
Freshman
Electrical 
engineering major
#PETSBORO
Barbershop Talk
Men of Vision and Excellence (M.O.V.E.) has this real talk session, 
modeled like a barbershop conversation. We have barbers and we 
raffle off free haircuts to those who attend.
Thursday, December 5 at 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Williams Center | Multipurpose Room 
 It: Chapter 2
Come watch if you dare! Concessions 
will be available for purchase. Cash ONLY!
Friday, December 6 at 7 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.
Russell Union Theater 
Men’s Basketball vs. Carver
The Eagles face off against Carver
 Friday, December 6 at 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.
 Hanner Complex | Fieldhouse 
JPHCOPH Cookie Decorating
We will decorate cookies on the 
Statesboro Campus (in Hendricks Hall Lobby):
 Thursday, December 5 at 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.
 Hendricks Hall | JPHCOPH Lobby
DEC
5
DEC
5
DEC
6
DEC
6
SaturdayFridayThursday Sunday
65�/37� 68�/37� 63�/42� 61�/52�
Do you have art or creative writing that 
you would love to share?
Submit your art and/or creative writing to Miscellany at 
miscellany@georgiasouthern.edu
Make sure you use your Georgia Southern email!
WEEK
LEFT
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#SeenAtSouthern
Our  photographers went out on campus and snapped 
some photos depicting life at Georgia Southern. Come 
back every week or follow our Twitter, @GA_Visuals, to 
see if you have been spotted!
STATEMENT OF 
OPERATIONS
The George-Anne Statesboro Edition 
is the official student newspaper of 
the Statesboro campus of Georgia 
Southern University, operated by GS 
students using facilities provided by the 
university. The newspaper is the oldest 
continuously published newspaper in 
Bulloch County. 
The newspaper is published once 
weekly, on Thursdays, during most 
of the academic year. Any questions 
regarding content should be directed 
to the student editor email at gaeditor@
georgiasouthern.edu. 
ADVERTISING: Any advertising 
inquiries should be directed to ads1@
georgiasouthern.edu. The George-
Anne receives additional report in part 
from the Student Activities Budget 
Committee. For more information, 
rate cards, or sample publications, 
contact the advertising manager, 
ads1@georgiasouthern.edu, or student 
media director David Simpson. The 
advertiser is responsible for any errors 
in advertisements and its liability for 
adjustments is limited to the amount 
of space the error occupied in the 
ad. Further, the newspaper is not 
responsible for any damages caused 
due to an ad’s omission from a particular 
edition and its responsibility solely is to 
reschedule the ad in the next regular 
edition at the regular advertising rates. 
PUBLICATION INFORMATION: 
The newspaper is printed by The 
Statesboro Herald in Statesboro, Ga. 
NOTICE: One copy of The George-
Anne is free to each person. Multiple 
copies may be purchased for $1 each 
by contacting ads1@georgiasouthern.
edu. Unauthorized removal of 
multiple copies from a distribution site 
constitutes theft under Georgia law, a 
misdemeanor offense punishable by a 
fine and/or jail time. 
CORRECTIONS: Contact the editor 
at gaeditor@georgiasouthern.edu for 
corrections and errors. 
THE GEORGE-ANNE MEDIA 
GROUP: The George-Anne Media 
Group is made up of print and digital 
publications within the Office of Student 
Media. These publications have been 
designated a public forum for student 
expression by Georgia Southern 
University. Student executives in charge 
of each outlet are authorized to publish 
or decline to publish in any medium 
content of all kinds without prior 
review by any employee of Georgia 
Southern University. The publisher of 
all George-Anne Media Group outlets 
is the Student Media Executive Board, 
comprised of the editors-in-chief and 
division managers listed below. 
The George-Anne Statesboro Edition 
weekly newspaper is assembled by 
The George-Anne Creative Division 
from content provided by all digital 
outlets listed below, with additional 
content and writing by The George-
Anne Division. 
All George-Anne Media Group 
outlets are headquartered in the 
Williams Center. The Office of Student 
Media administrative office is located 
in Room 2016.
STAFF LIST
THE GEORGE-ANNE DIVISION
Acting Editor-in-Chief 
Nathan Woodruff
Daily Managing Editor Kyle Clark
Acting News Managing Editor 
Sarah Smith
Acting Sports Managing Editor 
Amanda Arnold
THE CREATIVE DIVISION 
Creative Editor-in-Chief 
Rebecca Hooper
Creative Managing Editor 
Morgan Carr
Project Design Editor Kayla Hill
Photo Editor Isis Mayfield
Early Page Designer Dalis Worrell
News Designer Christaje Roach
Sports Designer Daniel Castro
Marketing Manager Summer Yawn
Business Manager Coy Kirkland
The Studio Editor-in-Chief 
Lawrence Algee
The Reflector Editor-in-Chief 
Noelle Walker
ISIS MAYFIELD/staff
The Lighting at Sweetheart Circle happened on December 
4th! People stopped by to enjoy some good hot chocolate 
and meet Santa Gus!
KRISTEN BALLARD/staff
There’s one week until finals it’s important 
that you understand what will be on exams! 
Make passing your exams a little easier by 
coming to the Academic Success Center 
for Tutoring. There’s no shame in needing 
help and tutoring is the best way to get it!
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Georgia Southern students
Creative Nonfiction
We’re Miscellany Magazine for the Arts from 
The George-Anne Media Group, and we want your creative work.
Email your submissions to 
miscellany@georgiasouthern.edu. 
Check out our submissions guidelines at miscellany.reflectorgsu.com
PhotographyFiction
Poetry
And more
Art
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President Marrero, Georgia Southern delegation travels to 
Ireland to open the learning center
BY NATHAN WOODRUFF
The George-Anne staff
WEXFORD, IRELAND — 
A delegation from Georgia 
Southern traveled to Ireland 
over the Thanksgiving holiday 
week to officially open a 
learning center in Ireland.
GS is the first American 
university to open an outreach 
facility in Ireland.
“Visiting with Irish President 
Michael D. Higgins, opening 
our new center and meeting 
with a number of important 
Irish partners made for a 
moving, once-in-a-lifetime 
visit,” Georgia Southern 
University President Kyle 
Marrero said in a university 
press release. “The excitement 
from Irish leaders in Wexford 
was overwhelming – we 
heard repeatedly that having 
our delegation visit in person 
sent an important message 
about our commitment to this 
learning center and our intent 
to expand the scope of our new 
partnership.”
This is the first meeting 
between a GS president and a 
foreign head of state. Higgins 
is the incumbent President 
of Ireland, taking office in 
2011. President Higgins also 
received  a plaque on behalf 
of the Hibernian Society of 
Savannah commemorating 
the establishment of the 
organization in 1812 to provide 
aid and assistance to needy 
Irish immigrants to Savannah.
The deputy Prime Minister, 
Simon Coveney, was also 
in attendance, saying that 
he hoped other American 
universities, would follow GS’s 
example.
“This is going to work for 
everybody, and in my view, 
it may become a template 
for other universities in the 
US to build a footprint and 
create an international hub in 
Ireland based on partnership, 
on trust, on friendship, and 
on research and education,” 
Simon Coveney, TD, deputy 
prime minister of Ireland and 
minister for Foreign Affairs 
and Trade said.
Marrero said in the university 
press release that he expects the 
Wexford learning center to be 
not just an instructional facility 
but also a community space, 
where people from across 
Ireland can enjoy activities 
such as performances by 
faculty members and students 
from the music and theatre 
programs, as well as lively 
public lectures, workshops, 
and symposia.
BY SARAH SMITH 
The George-Anne staff
STATESBORO  — Georgia 
Southern’s president, Dr. Kyle 
Marrero, announced a series of 
Courageous Conversations in 
an email sent out on Thursday.
The events have a goal 
to help the GS community 
grow together through 
differences that make us 
stronger and better, according 
to Marrero. The President’s 
Student Advisory Committee 
(PSAC) on Inclusive 
Excellence is sponsoring these 
conversations with a focus on 
privilege, respect and social 
responsibility for the first 
meeting. 
“This is an important way we 
can continue our commitment 
to ensuring Georgia Southern 
is a welcoming home for all, 
where each student feels a 
sense of belonging. I sincerely 
hope you will make every 
effort to support PSAC as we 
all work together to achieve 
Inclusive Excellence on our 
campuses - creating a culture 
that revolves around dialogue 
and respect.”
PSAC was created in 
September with the hopes 
of making a more inclusive 
environment at GS. PSAC 
members have been working 
with Marrero closely since 
then. 
The first of these events were 
held on the below dates.
Monday, Dec. 2 from 6:30 
– 8:30 p.m. at the Ogeechee 
Theatre on the Armstrong 
Campus in Savannah.
Wednesday, Dec. 4 from 6:30 
– 8:30 p.m. at Russell Union 
Ballroom on the Statesboro 
Campus and will be live 
streamed at the Liberty campus 
in room 105.
Courageous Conversations 
are open to students, faculty, 
and staff. In February 2020, 
PSAC will sponsor a panel 
discussion on social justice. 
In March 2020, another panel 
will be held with gender and 
sexuality as the topic.
BY OLIVIA CRAFT
The George-Anne staff
STATESBORO  — Georgia 
Southern’s fencing club was 
established in 1970, making 
it the oldest club at Georgia 
Southern, and is a co-ed club 
that anyone with any skill level 
can join. 
“Fencing is our college’s best 
kept secret and more people 
need to know about it,” Patrick 
Malloy, a junior business major 
and president of the fencing 
club, said. 
When Malloy first joined, 
the fencing club only had six 
people. Ranked second best in 
the Southeast, the club now has 
20 people. 
Michael Komornik is the 
coach of the fencing club and 
senior business management 
major. 
“[The club is] a good place to 
learn yourself, spiritually and 
emotionally,” Komornik said. 
“It really teaches you to never 
hesitate.”
Fencing consists of three 
weapons, eepe, foil and sabre, 
that one can compete with 
and the goal of this one on one 
sport is to hit your opponent 
with your sword and to score 
15 points before the opponent 
does. 
This seems like a very 
daunting sport, but according 
to Nicholas Yoon, member 
of fencing club and junior 
computer science major, 
fencing is a chivalrous sport. 
Yoon said that no matter how 
competitive the environment 
is, when the opponent falls you 
help them up.
“We are hard working,” 
Komornik said. “We are a great 
group of friends and we treat 
each other like family. You 
learn a lot of life lessons from 
it.”
Practices are held on 
Wednesdays and Fridays from 
6 p.m. to 8 p.m. and Sunday 
from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. at the 
RAC and the team is happy to 
coach anyone into the sport, 
according to Malloy.
FENCING: GEORGIA SOUTHERN’S BEST KEPT SECRET
New learning center in Ireland
Courageous 
Conversations at 
Georgia Southern
ISIS MAYFIELD/staff
The first Courageous Conversation meeting was at the Russell 
Union on Wednesday, Dec. 4 from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
PHOTO: GEORGIA SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY
GS is the first American university to open an outreach facility in Ireland.
PHOTO: SUZANNE THOMPSON
Georgia Southern’s fencing club is ranked second in the Southeast 
region. 
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KRISTEN BALLARD/staff
A Georgia Southern student posted a presentation on YouTube of his powerpoint against replacement 
migration.
BY AMANDA ARNOLD AND 
SARAH SMITH 
The George-Anne staff
STATESBORO — A 
Georgia Southern student’s 
presentation against 
replacement migration has 
reached 92 thousand views as 
of Tuesday. 
Charles Robertson promoted 
the idea of replacement 
migration, which according to 
him is a policy to encourage 
immigration in order to help 
with population declines. 
“And this is where y’all 
are gonna start to hate me,” 
Robertson said. “‘Diversity 
is our strength’ is a bare 
faced lie. You should know 
this... Having them here at all 
damages virtually all measures 
of civic health. This policy is on 
its face, stupid.”
Many of the students 
responded with confusion in 
the video.
Robertson has 3.9 thousand 
subscribers on YouTube and 
the video has over three 
thousand comments. Many of 
the comments were positive 
and filled with encouragement 
for Robertson to keep going 
with this argument.
“I don’t care if you call 
me racist,” Robertson said. 
“You’re just trying to attack the 
character of the person making 
the argument, rather than the 
argument itself.” 
Many students responded 
online with disappointment 
towards the presentation, 
citing that there were racist 
undertones. With the book 
burning incident just occurring 
in October, some believed that 
the University should take 
action.
Matt Mayer, senior sports 
management major, feels that 
the school’s lack of action 
against racial injustice has 
become a pattern. He explains 
that he transferred to GS two 
years ago and has seen at least 
one racial driven incident a 
semester since then.
“If there [are] no 
repercussions for their actions 
then they will keep doing it, 
it’s simple,” Mayer said. “It’s 
like...if you’re a child and 
you do something you’re not 
suppose to, you get punished 
for it, right? Then, in the future 
you know not to do it again.”
Since the video has gone viral 
online, SGA has encouraged 
students through social 
media to attend President 
Kyle Marrero’s “Courageous 
Conversations” forum on 
Wednesday at 6 p.m. in the 
Russell Union ballroom.
The University has not yet 
responded to the George-
Anne’s request for comment 
on this specific incident, 
but President Marrero has 
stated multiple times that the 
administration is making an 
effort to be more inclusive 
and diverse through forums 
and diversity boards. The 
University sent out an email 
to all GS students, faculty and 
staff on Tuesday after a faculty 
senate meeting the night 
before.
“Inclusive Excellence is 
a strategic pillar and a core 
value at Georgia Southern 
University,” the email reads. 
“Inclusive excellence speaks 
to sustaining a campus climate 
that honors, respects, and is 
inclusive of all elements of 
diversity that makes each of us 
unique: culture, race, ethnicity, 
color, national origin, sex, age, 
(dis)ability, creed, religious 
or spiritual beliefs, sexual 
orientation, socio-economic 
status, class, gender identify, 
gender expression, veteran 
status, political philosophy, 
etc. We uphold that all of our 
individual differences enrich 
our university.”
Presentation 
sparks 
OUTRAGE
Georgia Southern student gives 
presentation on replacement 
migration, sparking outrage online
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T o c o nt a ct t h e e dit or, e m ail g a e dit or @ g e or gi a s o ut h er n. e d u
A J A Y L A S H A W WI N S
MI S S B L A C K G E O R GI A 
S O U T H E R N U NI V E R SI T Y
Aj a yl a 
S h a w w o n 
t h e  titl e  of  
2 0 1 9 Mi s s Bl a c k 
G e o r gi a  S o ut h e r n  
U ni v e r sit y,  t h e  fi r st  t o 
b e e x a ct. 
T h e  Atl a nt a  n ati v e  
i s  a  1 9  y e a r  ol d  
s o p h o m o r e  b u si n e s s  
fi n a n c e  m aj o r  at  G S. 
S h a w  h a d  n e v e r  
c o m p et e d i n a p a g e a nt 
b ef o r e  b ut  w a nt e d  t o  
g et  o ut  of  h e r  c o mf o rt  
z o n e. 
“ T h e  p a g e a nt  
w a s  a  s c h ol a r s hi p  
p a g e a nt  b a s e d  o n  
t h e  m e nt o r s hi p  a n d  
u plifti n g  of  w o m e n  
of  c a m p u s,  a n d  t h at  
al o n e  st o o d  o ut  t o  
m e, ” S h a w s ai d. “I al s o 
w a nt e d  a  p o siti o n  t o  
b ett e r  i m pl e m e nt  t h e  
pl atf o r m  t h at  I  f e el  
p a s si o n at el y a b o ut. ”
S h a w  g r e w  cl o s e  t o  
t h e  c o nt e st a nt s  a n d  
f o u n d all t h at s h e w a s 
c a p a bl e  of  t h r o u g h o ut  
t h e  p a g e a nt  p r o c e s s.  
A s  Mi s s  Bl a c k  G S U,  
S h a w b eli e v e s t h at it i s 
u p t o h e r t o i m pl e m e nt 
a  p r o g r a m  o n  c a m p u s  
t h at  e n c o u r a g e s  a n d  
u plift s w o m e n.
B o d y  p o siti vit y,  
t h e  c y cl e  of  c ol o ri s m  
a n d  w o m e n  f e eli n g  
c o mf o rt a bl e  i n  t h ei r  
s ki n  a r e  s u bj e ct s  t h at  
a r e i m p o rt a nt t o s h a w. 
R e p r e s e nti n g t h e bl a c k 
c o m m u nit y o n c a m p u s 
i s  a n  h o n o r  t o  S h a w  
a n d  s o m et hi n g  s h e  i s  
p r o u d of.
R e c y cli n g  p r o p e rl y  i s  
s o m et hi n g t o r e m e m b e r w h e n 
c el e b r ati n g  t h o s e  s p e ci al  
m o m e nt s o n c a m p u s. 
Wit h  g r a d u ati o n  
a p p r o a c hi n g,  s e ni o r  pi ct u r e s  
will b e t a k e n o n c a m p u s wit h 
c h a m p a g n e  a n d  c o nf etti  a s  
u s u al.  W hil e  t h e  t u r n  o ut  f o r  
t h e s e pi ct u r e s a r e g r e at, m a n y 
s e ni o r s  l e a v e  t h e  c a m p u s  
c o v e r e d wit h t r a s h f r o m t h ei r 
glitt e r a n d c o nf etti b o m b s. 
C a mi  S o c k o w  i s  t h e  
p r o g r a m  c o o r di n at o r  f o r  
G e o r gi a  S o ut h e r n’ s  C e nt e r  
f o r  S u st ai n a bilit y.  C F S  h a s  a  
mi s si o n t o e d u c at e p e o pl e o n 
h o w  t o  p r o p e rl y  r e c y cl e  a n d  
m a k e  p o siti v e  c h oi c e s  f o r  t h e  
e n vi r o n m e nt. 
“ St u d e nt s  c a n  h el p  k e e p  
o u r c a m p u s cl e a n b y t hi n ki n g 
t h r o u g h  w h e r e  t h ei r  ‘t r a s h’  
l a n d s, ”  S o c k o w  s ai d.  “If  y o u  
t h r o w w a st e i n a t r a s h bi n, it 
e n d s  u p  i n  t h e  l a n d fill,  if  y o u 
t h r o u g h  o r  l e a v e  it  o n  t h e  
g r o u n d, it e v e nt u all y e n d s u p 
i n  ri v e r s  a n d  o c e a n s,  if  y o u  
r e c y cl e p r o p e rl y t h e it e m y o u 
t o s s  c o ul d  p ot e nti all y  h a v e  a  
n e w lif e. ”
A s u g g e sti o n f o r s e ni o r s i s t o 
u s e  bi o d e g r a d a bl e  c o nf etti.  If  
r e g ul a r c o nf etti i s n ot p r o p e rl y 
di s p o s e d  of,  t h e  litt e r  c a n  b e  
c o n s u m e d b y wil dlif e a n d e n d 
u p  i n  w at e r w a y s.  A d diti o n al  
p r o p s  c o ul d  al s o  h a r m  
wil dlif e, a c c o r di n g t o S o c k o w, 
a n d  n e e d  t o  b e  t h r o w n  a w a y  
a s w ell. 
“ T h e  C e nt e r  f o r  
S u st ai n a bilit y i s l a r g el y h e r e t o 
h el p  e d u c at e  st u d e nt s  o n  t h e  
p o siti v e c h oi c e s t h e y c a n m a k e 
i n  r el ati o n  t o  s u st ai n a bilit y, ”  
S o c k o w s ai d. “ We h el p p e o pl e 
u n d e r st a n d   h o w  t o  r e c y cl e  
p r o p e rl y,  t e a c h  st u d e nt s  h o w  
t o  g r o w  t h ei r  o w n  f o o d,  a n d  
p r o vi d e  g e n e r al  e d u c ati o n  
o n  e n vi r o n m e nt al  i s s u e s.  
We  a r e  h e r e  a s  a  r e s o u r c e  
f o r  t h e  c a m p u s  c o m m u nit y  
a n d  h el p  t o  f a cilit at e  c a m p u s  
s u st ai n a bilit y i niti ati v e s. ”
S E NI O R PI C T U R E C O N F E T TI 
C L E A N U P
R E B E C C A H O O P E R / st a ff
B Y S A R A H S MI T H
T h e G e or g e - A n n e st a ff
B Y S A R A H S MI T H
T h e G e or g e - A n n e st a ff
P H O T O  C O U R T E S Y O F:  A J A Y L A S H A W
6 0 0 J O B S
St u d e nt S u p p ort S p e ci alist
I M M E DI A T E O P E NI N G
St u d e nt S u p p ort S p e ci alist
M ust b e e n er g eti c a n d e nt h usi asti c
P ositi v e attit u d e
Cr e ati vit y i n pr o bl e m-s ol vi n g
Gr e at v er b al a n d writt e n c o m m u ni c ati o n 
s kills a m ust
F or a d diti o n al i nf or m ati o n a n d t o a p pl y: 
st at es b or ost e a m. or g/ c ar e ers
Y O U C A N A D V E R TI S E 
I N T H E G E O R G E- A N N E 
F O R A S LI T T L E A S $ 7
N e e d t o s u bl e a s e ? W a nt t o s ell y o u r 
bi c y cl e ?  W a nt  t o  a v oi d  t h e  t r oll s  
a n d s c a m a rti st s o n t h e h u g e o nli n e 
li sti n g s ?
B u yi n g a cl a s si fi e d a d i s c h e a p a n d 
e a s y.
    ■  G o t o t h e g e o r g e a n n e. c o m.
    ■  Cli c k t h e “ Cl a s si fi e d s ” li n k. 
    ■  Cli c k “ P ri nt ” i n t h e o r a n g e 
         “ P o st Cl a s si fi e d s ” b o x.
F oll o w  t h e  i n st r u cti o n s.  Writ e  
y o u r  a d,  c h o o s e  w h e n  it  will  b e  
p u bli s h e d a n d p a y wit h y o u r c r e dit 
c a r d.
H o w m u c h will $ 7 b u y ?  U p t o 3 0 
w o r d s. F o r e x a m pl e:
S u bl e a s e  a v ail a bl e  i n  X Y Z  
A p a rt m e nt s.  $ 7 5 0.  Q ui et  
r o o m m at e s.  I’ll  p a y  fi r st 
m o nt h.  C o nt a ct  A B C D E F @
g e o r gi a s o ut h e r n. e d u f r o m y o u r 
G S U a c c o u nt.
T h e bi g X Y Z F e sti v al i s c o mi n g 
u p  1- 3  p. m.  A p ril  X X  at  t h e  
R u s s ell U ni o n R ot u n d a! G a m e s, 
f o o d  a n d  p ri z e s.  L e a r n  a b o ut  
e x citi n g  o p p o rt u niti e s  wit h  
O r g a ni z ati o n A B C.
Al s o  a v ail a bl e:   O nli n e  cl a s si fi e d s. 
1 5 d a y s f o r $ 2 5. S a m e i n st r u cti o n s 
a s  a b o v e,  e x c e pt  cli c k  “ O nli n e ”  o r  
“ B ot h ” i n t h e o r a n g e b o x.
A v oi di n g  tr oll s  a n d  s c a m  arti st s:  
If  y o u  s e e k  r e s p o n s e s,  y o u  a r e  
st r o n gl y  e n c o u r a g e d  t o  u s e  y o u r  
G e o r gi a  S o ut h e r n  e m ail  a d d r e s s  
a n d r e q ui r e r e s p o n d e nt s t o c o nt a ct 
y o u f r o m a G e o r gi a S o ut h e r n e m ail 
a d d r e s s.  N o n- G S U  a d v e rti s e r s  
a r e  e n c o u r a g e d  t o  u s e  a  b u si n e s s  
o r  ot h e r  p u bli c  e m ail  a d d r e s s  
o r  p h o n e  n u m b e r,  n ot  p e r s o n al  
a c c o u nt s o r p h o n e s.
C L A S SI FI E D S
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PHOTO BY ARMSTRONG STATE
Armstrong State and Georgia Southern merged on New Years Day in 2018.
BY AMANDA ARNOLD
The George-Anne staff
In Jan. 2017, the Board of 
Regents of the University 
System of Georgia voted to 
consolidate Georgia Southern 
and Armstrong State University 
into one school. The vote 
came without consideration 
from faculty and students 
from either school and there 
were mixed feelings about the 
merger. 
On New Year’s Day in 
2018, Georgia Southern and 
Armstrong State officially 
consolidated and there 
were many complications 
including budget cuts in many 
departments. As students, 
parents and faculty were forced 
to become acquainted with all 
of the changes that come with 
combining institutions, one of 
the many groups affected by 
the change were the student-
athletes.
Armstrong State was 
a Division II school that 
competed in the Peach Belt 
Conference. It housed 154 
student-athletes and gave out 
61 scholarships, which totaled 
about $1.5 million. 
The school had 12 overall 
sports with the women’s tennis 
team holding the most titles, 
eight over the span of 18 years.
When the merger happened, 
many student-athletes were 
stuck in their decision of 
whether or not they should 
transfer to continue their 
athletic careers at other 
Division II schools or focus 
on their academics as Eagles. 
Many knew that competing at 
the Division I level would be a 
challenge and in the end, very 
few Pirate student-athletes 
came to Georgia Southern after 
the merger. 
“We had four student-
athletes come over from 
Armstrong to compete for GS, 
one of which is still competing,” 
Lisa Sweany, former athletic 
director for Armstrong State, 
said. “The other 3 have used 
up their eligibility and have 
graduated or will graduate this 
semester.  We had about 160 
total student-athletes, some 
of which stayed at Armstrong 
and finished their degree, 
others that transferred to other 
institutions to finish competing 
in their sport.”
Georgia Southern was not as 
affected by the merger, in terms 
of money. At the Division I 
level, the NCAA has a limit 
on how many scholarships 
the school can provide. All 15 
sports at Georgia Southern are 
fully funded, except for track, 
and finances are still stable. 
There are currently 294 student-
athletes on scholarship.
“Since the consolidation, we 
have continued to fund all of 
our sports in the same manner,” 
Keith Roughton, senior 
associate athletics director of 
Georgia Southern, said. “As 
for a dollar amount, we budget 
approximately $5.6 million 
per year for student-athlete 
scholarships.  This number 
has remained fairly consistent 
over the past several years only 
increasing due to increases in 
tuition amounts. Consolidation 
did not affect our scholarship 
budget.”
The athletes were given 
notice of the merger but, as 
previously stated, only four 
athletes out of 154 came over to 
GS to continue playing sports. 
This merger could’ve been 
responsible for some athletes 
either dropping out of school 
because they wouldn’t be able 
to afford school without athletic 
scholarships or for students 
making huge life decisions at 
such a young age.
Though some athletic careers 
may be over due to the merger, 
any Pirate student-athletes 
who wished to remain at 
the now Georgia Southern-
Armstrong campus had the 
choice to complete their degree 
with an undisclosed amount 
of financial aid, essentially a 
smaller buy-out. 16 former 
Pirates received $111,670 in 
scholarship aid. This money 
comes from the $90 student 
athletic fee on that campus, 
which can be compared to 
the $254 fee for main campus 
students.
Head softball coach Kim 
Dean came in and coached at 
Armstrong for a year before 
consolidation and brought 
some of her Pirate athletes 
to Statesboro with her. She 
recognizes that the merger 
affected more people than some 
administration may realize.
“The transition, being 
around people that came 
from Armstrong, made it as 
smooth as it possibly could 
have been,” Dean said. 
“Every day, I thought about 
the athletes that weren’t 
playing the game they loved 
and that they deserved to 
keep playing. Every day, I 
still try to make them proud. 
I still try to make Armstrong 
proud...My heart was still 
hurting for the athletes that I 
had to watch not get to play 
the sport anymore.”
Though the merger affected 
more Armstrong athletes 
than Georgia Southern, the 
statistic that only four Pirate 
athletes continued their 
athletic careers after 2018 
speaks volumes.
How did the merger affect student 
athletes  at Armstrong?
Every day, I thought 
about the athletes that 
weren’t playing the game 
they loved and that they 
deserved to keep playing. 
Every day, I still try to 
make them proud.”
Kim Dean
Head Softball Coach
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JAREN STEPHENS/staff
Alexis Brown (4) put up record numbers last season as a junior.
KAITLIN SELLS/staff
J.D. King had a season-high performance against rival Georgia State on Saturday.
BY ELIJAH JACKSON
The George-Anne staff
Not only did Georgia 
Southern women’s basketball 
senior guard win Sun Belt 
women’s basketball player of 
the week but she also became 
the 24th player in Georgia 
Southern women’s basketball 
to reach 1,000 points.
She led the Eagles to their 
first two wins of the season 
over the break . She started the 
week with 20 points and nine 
rebounds in a 44-point win at 
Winthrop. She then followed 
that up double double with 19 
points and 10 rebounds in a 70-
57 win at Wofford.
In the win against Wofford 
she scored her 1,000 point at 
the free throw line with 1:57 
left in the 2nd quarter. 
BY AMANDA ARNOLD
The George-Anne staff
STATESBORO — The 
Georgia Southern football 
team defeated in-state rival 
Georgia State, 38-10, in the last 
game of the season.
Before the game began, 
there was a tussle on the field 
about two hours before kick-
off. Both teams were separated 
and tensions were high.
After a recharge in the 
locker room, GS came out 
ready to even out the rivalry 
series record. 
Junior running back J.D. 
King rushed for a season-
high three touchdowns to 
lead the offense with help 
from fellow junior running 
back Wesley Kennedy III’s 79 
rushing yards.
This was King’s first 
rivalry game as an Eagle and 
after sitting out last week 
against Arkansas State due 
to injury, he knew this game 
would have higher stakes.
“It was way more 
personal,” King said. “You 
could tell the hate they have 
for us and the hate we have 
for them on the field. We got 
the dub so that’s really all 
that matters, though.”
Redshirt-junior quarterback 
Shai Werts threw for 73 yards 
in the victory and found a 
rhythm early in the game.
The GS defense forced two 
scoreless quarters for the 
Panthers and had five sacks 
on senior quarterback Dan 
Ellington.
Ellington went down with 
a torn ACL a few weeks 
ago but played through the 
injury. He threw for 182 
yards but could pull the 
offense through to a victory.
GS went into the half with a 
17-7 lead, but GSU got on the 
board first. After their scoring 
drive in the first quarter, the 
Eagles went on to outscore 
GSU 38-3.
Before the game, all 
seventeen of the senior 
players were honored in a 
brief ceremony in front of 
more than 15,000 fans.  
“They’re not quitters, they 
played their butts off,” Head 
Coach Chad Lunsford said. “I 
can’t say enough about them 
and I can’t say enough about 
them showing up tonight and 
getting the job done.”
Though this game was the 
season finale for the team, the 
program is waiting for a bowl 
game announcement from the 
conference.
No GS senior class has ever 
been to back-to-back bowls 
but the team hopes to break 
this statistic this year.
Lunsford emphasized that 
he is proud of the team in 
light of how tough this season 
has been on and off the field. 
With this victory, GS 
finished the season 7-5 overall 
and 5-3 in the conference. 
The team finished second in 
the Sun Belt East Division 
behind rival Appalachian 
State, who will compete in 
the conference championship 
game against Louisiana.
PANTHERS GO DOWN IN PAULSON STADIUM
ALEXIS BROWN MAKES 
HISTORY OVER THE BREAK
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BY AMANDA ARNOLD
The George-Anne staff
Rollercoaster.
That is how the new Georgia 
Southern volleyball coaching 
staff described their first 
season in Statesboro. Their well 
documented journey under 
new Head Coach Chad Willis 
ended just over a month ago 
and the goal remains the same - 
have a winning season. It hasn’t 
been done for the GS volleyball 
program since 2013.
The team went 7-20 under 
the new regime and Willis has 
mixed emotions about it.
Willis, as he sat in his 
office surrounded by piles of 
recruiting papers and boards 
full of X’s and O’s, was eager 
to reflect on the good and bad 
from the season.
“I don’t think anybody in 
our locker room or within our 
program would agree that on 
paper, our overall conference 
record was an indicator of what 
type of team we were,” Willis 
said. “But, that is our reality 
right now.”
The team started off the 
season with intentions to 
change the program’s culture 
and the overall mindset the 
fanbase about volleyball. 
They were successful in this 
aspect, as they built their Twitter 
following thanks to weekly 
series’ and a hardworking 
marketing team.
The team even got their 
own group of fans called the 
Hanner Hectics, similar to the 
Clement Crazies and Hanner 
Hooligan student sections for 
their baseball and basketball 
counterparts.This season saw 
a boost in attendance numbers 
and support from the other 
sports.
In the middle of the season, 
the team hit a bump and went 
on a seven conference game 
losing streak. Willis insists 
that the team maintained a 
positive attitude and did not 
allow themselves to give up, 
though the chances of making 
it to the conference tournament 
dwindled after every loss. 
“I thought we did a really 
good job of really continuing to 
fight,” he said. “Like, putting 
ourselves back into the ring. We 
just didn’t get any knockouts, 
we didn’t get the results we 
wanted.”
Willis contributes a few of the 
team’s struggles simply to the 
youth of the team because they 
are just getting accustomed to 
the rigor of playing Division 
I volleyball. He explains that 
adjustment time is needed and 
they only regularly played up to 
three upperclassmen at a time. 
These upperclassmen 
include seniors Carly Turner, 
Brooke Birch, Ryan Tuten and 
Kendall Adams. Dealing with a 
coaching staff overhaul is not an 
easy feat for your senior season 
as an athlete, but Willis says that 
these four were leaders on and 
off the court. They embraced the 
changes and wanted the best for 
the team, even when times were 
tough.
On the bus ride back to 
Statesboro from Atlanta after 
the last game against the 
Panthers, the coaching staff 
did not want the team to feel 
down on themselves about the 
season. They emphasized the 
importance of focusing on 2020 
and getting healthy.
“We’re right back in the 
saddle come August,” he said. 
“The good thing is, we’ve got 
a good core group of returners 
who are motivated...driven...
and dedicated to turning this 
thing around and finding ways 
to get a better result. They 
understand what it takes to win 
and have to battle every night.”
The team saw their highest 
high when they defeated 
Troy, 3-1, at home in front of a 
packed crowd at the beginning 
of October. The Trojans were 
12-2 before coming into Hanner, 
compared to GS’ 5-8 record. In 
the game, sophomore middle 
hitter Baylor Bumford set a 
school record of 15 blocks and 
the Eagle defense held the 
visitors to just one set.
Troy would eventually go 
on to finish 22-9 on the season 
and to compete in the Sun Belt 
Conference semifinals.
“It just showed what our 
potential was as a team,” he 
said. “The thing we struggled 
with was consistency… We 
know we have the ability to 
play in some of those bigger 
matches against solid teams 
and come away with those type 
of results.”
With this season behind in 
the books, Willis has turned his 
attention to recruiting. The class 
of 2020 has yet to be announced, 
but he is also wrapping up the 
finalization of the 2021 class. 
REFLECTING ON THE 
ROLLERCOASTER 
SEASON OF GEORGIA 
SOUTHERN VOLLEYBALL
ALEXA CURTIS/staff
Sophomore Maddie Bryant jumps for the point during a match in the 2019 season. The Georgia 
Southern volleyball team finished 7-20 overall. 
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SUDOKU by Myles Mellor and Susan Flanagan
Each Sudoku puzzle consists of a 9X9 grid that has been subdivided into nine smaller 
grids of 3X3 squares. To solve the puzzle each row, column and box must contain each 
of the numbers 1 to 9. Puzzles come in three grades: easy, medium and difficult.
Level: Difficult
1 3 8 7
6 3 2
2 9 8
5 9 4
1 4
2 6 9
9 8 1
8 4 6
7 2 9 8
SUDOKU by Myles Mellor and Susan Flanagan
Each Sudoku puzzle consists of a 9X9 grid that has been subdivided into nine smaller 
grids of 3X3 squares. To solve the puzzle each row, column and box must contain each 
of the numbers 1 to 9. Puzzles come in three grades: easy, medium and difficult.
Level: Medium
7 3 4
4 6
6 8 2 3 7 5
8 2 1 5
5 2
3 9 5 8
3 8 6 9 5 1
1 5
5 6 7
C S L M I D S T P N S S S A I L E D
R O A D K D P I E B E E N P D F A G
R R V N N C F X T E E T H O A D N K
I T A E R R O R S E M B A S S I E S
H S P F R T R N E S T S O T G C N D
U O C U T I C E C R E A M N I E H N
M B U R O M E H O E Y G O N U S E D
A R R R E E S S O A P L Y Y U S G V
N A E Y D A S O L P T T V P Y H S E
S Z D R A W D P L R S A P A T O H R
F I O O C C A S I O N A L L Y W I S
T L W N G L S P A N N A G E N T P E
R G E A T R D I A R I E S E D E N Y
E E R D S O S T O H P L V T B O S S
T D E E E P X C C W L O H M Y O U P
I E O D A E E R E I O F O L D A R I
S E R G T S E C H N V B W R C E E E
T D I N S P E C T D E S L A U G H S
 Added
 Agent
 Apron
 Aspect
 Been
 Bees
 Bomb
 Bonus
 Bore
 Boss
 Brazil
 Chill
 Chops
 Concept
 Cool
 Corn
 Cover
 Cure
 Deed
 Deny
 Diaries
 Dogs
 Drag
 Draw
 Egypt
 Embassies
 Ends
 Error
 Fled
 Fold
 Forces
 Furry
 Grease
 Hour
 Howl
 Humans
 Ice cream
 Ices
 Inspect
 Laugh
 Lava
 Lays
 Longing
 Lord
 Love
 Midst
 Nasty
 Navy
 Nests
 Nice
 Occasionally
 Onto
 Open
 Oven
 Oxen
 Pale
 Perch
 Pets
 Pies
 Play
 Poor
 Post
 Push
 Raft
 Reads
 Reed
 RETIST
 Road
 Rome
 Ropes
 Safe
 Sailed
 Sank
 Scene
 Seats
 Seed
 Seem
 Sees
 Ship
 Show
 Site
 Soap
 Solo
 Sorts
 Spain
 Span
 Spin
 Spit
 Sure
 Tale
 Teeth
 TERN
 Text
 Tidy
 Time
 Used
 Verse
 Were
 Wind
 Zero
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1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
14 15 16
17 18 19
20 21 22
23 24 25 26
27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34
35 36 37 38
39 40 41
42 43 44 45 46
47 48 49 50
51 52 53
54 55 56 57 58 59 60 61 62
63 64 65
66 67 68
69 70 71
 43 German pistol
 44 One of the 
Clantons
 45 MSNBC rival
 46 Kegler’s target
 49 Belief system
 51 Bouquets
 53 Welcome
 54 Luxurious resorts
 55 Do roadwork
 56 Dill seed
 58 Frenzy
 60 Feed the kitty
 61 Nobleman
 62 Muffs
 64 Stout relative
 65 Flowery verse
Across
 1 Went boating
 7 Capture
 10 Drawn tight
 14 Get even
 15 Jurist Fortas
 16 Furthermore
 17 Step down
 18 Reminisce
 20 Histrion
 21 Evergreen
 22 Guides
 23 Margin of victory
 25 Before heat or meat
 27 “Thar ___ blows!”
 30 Camp item
 32 Chem cl ss
 35 Pleasing to the eye
 37 News feature
 39 Egyptian solar deity
 40 Japanes  coin
 41 Arab ruler
 42 Abandoned ship
 45 Lounging chair
 47 Foxy
 48 Black Sea country
 50 Asian holiday
 51 Curved molding
 52 Fly in the ointment
 54 Garden tool
 57 Recliner part
 59 Cover, in a way
 63 Photographer's
  scenic view
 65 Uncapper
 66 Allege as fact
 67 Race unit
 68 Fat controller
 69 Hardens
 70 Dutch city
 71 Walks into a place
  of business
Down
 1 Irene of Fame
 2 With, in Calais
 3 Cozy retreat
 4 Burger topper
 5 Chinese dish
 6 Family room
 7 Lynn of Tampico
 8 There’s one in 
WA, MD, SD and 
Scotland
 9 Sparkler
 10 Broken
 11 Jessica of Dark 
Angel
 12 Preowned
 13 Rocky peaks
 19 Oxlike antelope
 21 Boggy lowland
 24 Utter
 26 Notable period
 27 Oodles
 28 Monopoly 
purchase
 29 Manicurist’s 
board
 31 Sorority letter
 32 Restrict
 33 �������
 34 Military wear
 36 Compass pt.
 38 Pastoral setting
 40 Shrieked
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J O I N  O U R  C A S T  A T
T H E  G E O R G E - A N N E  M E D I A  G R O U P
We have journal ism, marketing,  photography,  
design,  v ideography,  and advert is ing opportunit ies.
Apply onl ine at
thegeorgeanne.com
